Treatment of hepatic encephalopathy with non-absorbable antibiotics.
Hepatic encephalopathy represents a well known neuropsychiatric syndrome in patients with either acute or chronic impaired liver function and is characterized by disturbance of consciousness, personality and intellectual capacity, altered neuromuscular activity and electroencephalographic abnormalities. The pathogenesis of the syndrome is still unknown, although important roles are ascribed to circulating gut-derived toxins of nitrogenous origin and to changing in central neurotransmission. Therefore, treatment is aimed to reduce the production and absorption of gut-derived toxins and to modify central neurotransmission balance. Among the different therapeutic approaches proposed for the management of hepatic encephalopathy, antimicrobial agents, alone or in combination with non-absorbable disaccharides, represent an important step, being able to reduce the production and absorption of ammonia, a compound of key importance in the pathogenesis of hepatic encephalopathy.